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Evidence for Monmouthshire’s Fairtrade County Renewal 

Extracts from Monmouthshire County Council Intranet site The Hub 
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Press cuttings 

Abergavenny Chronicle 9 Mar 17 

 

Abergavenny Chronicle 23 Feb 17 
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Monmouthshire Beacon 15 March 2017 

 

Monmouthshire Beacon 22 February 2017 
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Abergavenny Chronicle 26 February 2015 

 

Monmouth and Chepstow Beacons 25 February 2015 
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Monmouth Free Press 4 March 2015 
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Some examples of social media coverage – Twitter and Facebook 
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Some examples of publicity for Monmouthshire County Council events 
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Members Seminar 

 

“Value Vs Values:  

Fairtrade and Procurement” 

 

Local authorities are facing unprecedented levels of financial pressure and having to save huge 

sums of money…. 

 

Yet at the same time the new Wellbeing of Future Generations Act which comes into force in April 

says that we should be working towards “a Globally Responsible Wales” and looking to improve 

social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing in everything we do. 

 

What is important to Monmouthshire County Council?  Do we put value above values or vice versa? 

 

Come and join the debate, which has been organised as part of Fairtrade Fortnight. 

 

Wednesday 9
th

 March, 11am 

Council Chamber, County Hall, Usk 

 

 Cllr Phyl Hobson will outline the context of Fairtrade procurement within the Wellbeing of Future 
Generations Act. 

 

 Elen Jones, National Co-ordinator for Fairtrade Wales will put the case forward for Fairtrade. 
 

 Scott James, Strategic Procurement Manager for MCC will outline the procurement guidelines that 
the Council has to operate under. 

 

Then join in with the discussion and debate on Value vs Values and help to shape the future of Fairtrade 

within Monmouthshire County Council’s procurement. 

Fairtrade refreshments will be served on the landing from 10.30am 

 

To book a place, please contact Hazel Clatworthy, Sustainability Policy Officer 

hazelclatworthy@monmouthshire.gov.uk 01633 644843 

 

mailto:hazelclatworthy@monmouthshire.gov.uk
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Examples of schools Fairtrade progress 

 

 

Lots more information on Osbaston CiW Primary School at: 

http://www.osbastonciwschool.cymru/fairtrade-committee/  

http://www.osbastonciwschool.cymru/fairtrade-committee/
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Lots more information on Goytre Fawr Primary School’s work at: 

http://www.goytrefawrprimary.ik.org/fairtrade.html  

 

http://www.goytrefawrprimary.ik.org/fairtrade.html
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Example of minutes of most recent meeting between Fairtrade Town groups and MCC 

Fairtrade Meeting with MCC 
Thursday 6th July 2017 

 
Present: Bethia Smith (Monmouth), Julia Parsons (Chepstow), Tanya White (Chepstow), Ruth and Jon 
Prince (Usk), Francis Buxton (Abergavenny), Hazel Clatworthy (MCC), Cllr Sara Jones (MCC) 
 
Apologies: Aileen Burmeister (Fairtrade Wales) 
 
Introductions 
The meeting started with introductions.  The Fairtrade Town groups explained a bit more about what they 
do and Sara explained a little about her portfolio in MCC’s Cabinet. 
 
Matters arising from the minutes 

 Hazel still to put Fairtrade information on MCC main website.  Action: Hazel 

 It was agreed that we will drop the idea of a Fairtrade Way in Monmouthshire as the distances between 
towns are too far, and we couldn’t see the added value in it.  Maybe holding a local walk between 
Fairtrade café’s etc as part of the MCC Countryside’s programme of guided walks might be more 
useful. 

 Following on from the discussion about Fairtrade Ways, most towns have already got maps or town 
guides showing outlets selling Fairtrade.  However, paper maps quickly go out of date, so perhaps more 
could be put on http://monmouthshirefairtrade.org.uk .  Sara suggested that there might be Rural 
Development Plan money available to support an app or interactive map.  Hazel to speak to Mike 
Powell about this. Action: Hazel  

 Fairtrade Fortnight went well for the local groups and for MCC, with some good press coverage.  MCC 
found funding for a Fairtrade Flag which was flown at County Hall during the fortnight. 

 
Car Park signs 
Hazel has met with Amanda Perrin from Car Parks to discuss the Fairtrade logos going on the new car park 
signs.  The tender for the new ticket machines is out, and then the tender for the signage will follow.  Hazel 
to check whether she has both Welsh and English, town and county logos in eps format.  Action: Hazel 
 
Collaboration at Events 
Following the success of working together in the Monmouthshire tent at the Eisteddfod last year, it was 
agreed that we would work together in a similar way in the Monmouthshire tent at the Usk Show on 
Saturday 9th September 2017.  We agreed to: 

 Book 6 tickets with MCC – each group to circulate their members for a volunteer/s to help Ruth and 
Jon on the day. Action: Hazel / All 

 Ruth to sell Traidcraft goods – Ruth to write brief disclaimer to show organisers demonstrating that 
she won’t be making any profit or competing with others paying for stalls, and send to Hazel.  
Action: Hazel 

 Set up early on Saturday morning and take down at the end of the day. 

 Jon/Ruth to ask Co-op in Usk for a box of Fairtrade bananas. Action: Ruth/Jon 

 Hazel to contact Aileen at Fairtrade Wales to see whether they can cover the cost of the subsidised 
£9 tickets and a contribution towards the costs of the marquee.  Action: Hazel 

 
(Post meeting note: so far Phil and Judith Negus have confirmed that they will help at the Usk Show, and 
Aileen has confirmed that we can have £100 to cover Usk Show tickets and contribution towards MCC 
costs.) 
 
We discussed the Abergavenny Food Festival.  Francis to confirm with Martha what will be happening and 
let the group know.  Action: Francis 
 
(Post meeting update from Francis on Food Festival: 

http://monmouthshirefairtrade.org.uk/
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 planning to talk with the new Director (Aine) with request that the Young Chefs' competition use FT 
ingredients, that in-house staff and suppliers of refreshments use FT tea/coffee, that chef demo's 
use FT ingredients where available: if not this year, then certainly in future years. 

 a March for Africa, starting 1.00 pm on Sat 16th Sept, including songs on the Castle stage, also 
Angel Hotel and Brewery Yard and crossing Market Hall.  Money raised will support sustainable 
food in Zimbabwe.  40 children have been invited, 1 parent each given free admission.  Llantilio 
Pertholey & RC schools are so far interested.) 

NB The Wales Fairtrade Fair will be held in Abergavenny on the 8th October 
 
Renewal of Monmouthshire’s Fairtrade County Status 
 
Hazel circulated a draft of the action plan she has put together to renew our Fairtrade County status and 
asked for any comments, or any supporting evidence the groups have that could be used in the County 
application.  Action: All 
 
In particular she would welcome any information about Fairtrade Schools in the County.  She has emailed 
the schools and discovered that Goytre Fawr Primary School has achieved its Fairtrade Achiever award. 
Action: All 
 
Sara was keen to see how schools are working on Fairtrade, especially as it forms part of the National 
Curriculum. 
 
One action that has not been progressed was around developing a Fairtrade town group in Caldicot.  Julia 
has agreed to help at a couple of events in Caldicot to see if this will generate some local volunteers.  Sara 
agreed to raise it with the mayor of Caldicot when she sees them tomorrow.  Action: Julia / Sara 
 
Any Other Business 

 Sara suggested that it would be good to do something on Fairtrade to raise awareness amongst 
new members.  Hazel to consider.  Action: Hazel 

 Bethia had previously had some challenges with the Town Council.  Sara suggested that working 
with the Area Committees might be effective?  

 There was concern that Sainsbury’s are changing their own brand tea to their own label “fairly 
traded” which will lead to customer confusion and takes the power away from the farmers.  Hazel 
has written to Sainsbury’s on the group’s behalf and Julia has drafted a letter with several questions 
to them.  Traidcraft etc are circulating an online petition https://www.change.org/p/sainsbury-s-don-t-
ditch-fairtrade  

 
Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 8th November 2017 at 10.30am 
 
 

 

https://www.change.org/p/sainsbury-s-don-t-ditch-fairtrade
https://www.change.org/p/sainsbury-s-don-t-ditch-fairtrade

